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Welcome to the September 2021 Issue! 
 

This issue of the Baseball in Wartime 

Newsletter features the biography and 

photo collection of Stan Ferek, a minor 

league player whose career was 

steered severely off course by World 

War II. I was recently contacted by 

Stan’s son, Ron, who shared these 

photos with me. It’s a wonderful 

collection of wartime baseball images 

that capture the happy moments that 

were slotted in between training and 

then combat against the Japanese in 

the Pacific. Thanks, Ron, for sharing 

these.  

This issue also features my collection of 

data I have on players (major league 

and minor league) who received 

military awards during World War II. 

While a great deal of baseball was 

played as a morale booster to troops 

around the world, it should never be 

forgotten that many ballplayers were 

in the heat of battle against the 

enemy and demonstrated incredible 

courage. Jack Lummus and Joe 

Pinder were (posthumous) Medal of 

Honor recipients, Mike Auer and 

George Stallings earned the 

Distinguished Service Cross, Arnold 

Traxler and Tom Woodruff received the 

Navy Cross and Walt Shinn earned the 

Distinguished Service Medal. The list 

also includes recipients of the Legion 

of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, 

Soldier’s Medal, Navy & Marine Corps 

Medal, Silver Star, Air Medal, 

Commendation Medal and Bronze 

Star. There is also a listing of players 

who received a battlefield 

commission. The list is in no way 

complete, so if you can add names 

and details I would be very grateful. 

 

I hope you enjoy this copy of the 

newsletter. If you know anyone that 

would enjoy receiving it then send me 

their email address and I will add them 

to the mailing list. 

 

Gary Bedingfield 
 

 

 

www.baseballinwartime.com 

www.baseballsgreatestsacrifice.com 

 

 

 

 

Stan Ferek (left) with catcher Noyalis 

https://www.ebbets.com/
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Stan Ferek 
What might have been if Hitler and Tojo hadn’t gotten ideas. 
 

Stanley W. Ferek, Jr., was born in Keisterville, 

Pennsylvania, about 40 miles south of Pittsburgh 

on December 5, 1921. His father, Stanley, was a 

coal miner with the Lincoln Coal and Coke 

Company, and had arrived in the United States 

from Poland in 1908. 

 

Young Stanley, a left-handed pitcher and first 

baseman who batted from both sides of the 

plate, played at Uniontown High School and on 

the sandlots of Fayette County where he made 

quite a name for himself with Keister in the Dice-

Spalding League. In 1941, he won 27 games 

without a loss, and had talks during the summer 

with Del Baker, manager of the Detroit Tigers, 

but was signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates in 

September. After working during the winter at 

the Youngstown Sheet and Tube Company in Nemacolin, Pennsylvania, Stan 

reported to the Oil City Oilers, of the Class D Penn State Association in the spring of 

1942. He quickly established himself as part of the Oilers’ starting rotation and made 

27 appearances for an 8-7 record and 4.03 ERA, pitching more innings per 

appearance than any other hurler on the squad. He also batted .242 in 42 games. His 

last appearance for the Oilers saw him beat the Washington Redbirds, 9-3. The 

following day he enlisted in the Marine Corps at the Connellsville recruiting station and 

attended boot camp at Parris Island, South Carolina. 
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By 1944, Stan was in Hawaii and stationed at Camp Catlin, west of Honolulu. The 

Camp Catlin Gators were entered in the 10-team West Division of the Honolulu 

League, which played from January to April 1944. Although overshadowed by 

powerhouse teams like the 7th Air Force, Pearl Harbor Marines, Aiea Naval Barracks 

and Fort Shafter, Stan made a name for himself when he hurled a no-hitter against 

the Coast Guard Cutters on February 25. Unfortunately, confusion with his last name 

being similar to that of Tom Ferrick, the Cleveland Indians pitcher who had just arrived 

in Hawaii, resulted in the latter being credited with the no-hitter in the local press and 

the Williams Equipment Player of the Week award being given to Ferrick, instead of 

Stan. Nevertheless, word of his military baseball success was reaching the home front. 

“He’ll be a great help to us when he comes back,” Leo Mackey, Pirates scout told the 

Uniontown Morning Herald. 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the summer of 1944, Stan pitched for the Catlin Marines Raiders in 

the 14th Naval District League, but pretty soon he was on his way to the battle-torn 

islands of the Pacific campaign. Private First-Class Ferek took part in the invasions of 

the Marshall Islands, Saipan (where he suffered wounds to his knee and fingers), Tinian 

and Iwo Jima, ending up in Japan after the surrender.  

 

Aged 24, the bespectacled chucker, who played trumpet in an orchestra during the 

off-season, was with the Albany Senators of the Class A Eastern League and the Selma 

Cloverleafs of the Class B Southeastern League in 1946, posting a 1-4 record with the 

Senators and 3-2 record with the Cloverleafs. Stan made the jump to Triple-A ball in 

1947, joining the Indianapolis Indians of the American Association. In 28 appearances 

for the Indians, he was 4-5 with a 4.26 ERA and was purchased by the Pirates at the 
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end of the season. Stan pitched for the Pirates throughout spring training in 1948, and 

manager Bill Meyer said, “Of the rookies, Stan Ferek and Dick Piatnek have looked 

very good and they’ve got a chance.” But it was not to be for either pitcher, Stan was 

returned to Indianapolis for the start of the season where he made six appearances 

for an 0-2 record before being released to the New Orleans Pelicans of the Class AA 

Southern Association, where he made a further five appearances for a 3-2 record. 

 

Stan’s final season in organized baseball was with 

the Albany Senators in 1949. He made 14 

appearances for a 1-2 record before retiring. “We 

were sure when we first met Ferek shortly after the 

conclusion of World War II that he would succeed in 

reaching the majors,” opined Ralph Schulze, sports 

editor of the Uniontown Evening Standard. “Stan’s 

stint in the Marine Corps may have cut short his 

career. We will never know…nevertheless we like to 

think that he would have been up there making the 

headlines if Hitler and Tojo hadn’t gotten ideas.” 

 

For a few years, he played for Paulchek’s in the 

County League and Nemacolin in the Big Ten, 

scouted for the Pirates throughout western 

Pennsylvania, along with parts of West Virginia, 

Maryland and Ohio, and operated Ferek’s Atlantic 

Service Station in Carmichaels, Pennsylvania. He 

also led a locally renowned polka band and was inducted in the Big Ten-Fayette 

County Sandlot Baseball Hall of Fame in 1971. Stan Ferek was just 56 years old when 

he passed away on December 30, 1977, in Carmichaels, Pennsylvania. He is buried at 

Greene County Memorial Park in Morgan Township, Pennsylvania. 
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Ballplayers Decorated During World War II 
 

Medal of Honor (highest and most prestigious personal military decoration that may be awarded to 

recognize military service members who distinguished themselves by acts of valor) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

1/Lt. Andrew J. Lummus Outfield Minor League US Marine Corps Iwo Jima (1945) 

T/5 John J. Pinder, Jr. Pitcher Minor League US Army Normandy (1944) 

 

Medal of Freedom (to honor civilians whose actions aided in the war efforts of the United States and 

its allies) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

n/a Morris "Moe" Berg Catcher Major League OSS Europe (1944) 

  

Distinguished Service Cross (second highest military award that can be given to a member of the 

United States Army for extreme gallantry and risk of life in actual combat with an armed enemy force) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Cptn. Michael J. Auer Pitcher Minor League US Army France (1945) 

Mjr. George T. Stallings, Jr. First Base Minor League US Army France (1944) 

 
Navy Cross (awarded primarily to a member of the United States Navy, U.S Marine Corps, and the US 

Coast Guard (when operating under the Department of the Navy) for extraordinary heroism) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Lt Cdr Arnold C. Traxler Outfield Minor League US Navy Pacific (1945) 

Lt(jg) Thomas J. Woodruff Shortstop Minor League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

  

Distinguished Service Medal (presented to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the 

United States military, has distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious service to the Government 

in a duty of great responsibility) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Lt(jg) Walter E. Shinn Outfield Minor League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

 
Legion of Merit (given for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 

services and achievements) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

M/Sgt. Henry J. Bonura  First Base Major League US Army North Africa 

Mjr. Alfred H. Von Kolnitz Third Base Major League US Army Air Force Europe (1943) 

Col. Richard T. Aldworth Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force USA (1943) 

CMoMM Spalding E. Michot Catcher Minor League US Coast Guard Europe (1944) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ebbets.com/
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Distinguished Flying Cross (awarded to any officer or enlisted member of the United States Armed 

Forces who distinguishes himself or herself in support of operations by "heroism or extraordinary 

achievement while participating in an aerial flight) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Captain Gerald F. Coleman 2B Major League US Marine Corps (2) Pacific (1945) 

Captain John K. Lewis, Jr. 3B/Outfield Major League US Army Air Force CBI (1944) 

Lt. James M. Jones First Base Major League US Navy (2) Pacific (44/45) 

1/Lt. Robert E. Shepard Pitcher Major League US Army Air Force Europe (1945) 

Ensign Constantine G. Bebas Pitcher Minor League US Navy Midway (1942) 

1/Lt. Keith F. Bissonnette IF/OF Minor League US Army Air Force CBI 

Major Bernard R. Byrne 2B Minor League US Army Air Force Italy (1944) 

Major Robert J. Byrne 3B/OF/2B Minor League US Army Air Force N. Africa (42/43) 

M/Sgt. John T. Deets Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force (5) Europe (1943) 

1/Lt. Michael Feduniak Catcher Minor League US Army Air Force (2) CBI 

2/Lt. Victor F. Hoff Unknown Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

1/Lt. William J. Loadholtes Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

2/Lt. James P. Martin 2B Minor League US Army Air Force Pacific (1945) 

Lt(jg) Walter E. Shinn Outfield Minor League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

S/Sgt. Jack L. Shope Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

Captain Marshall M. Sneed Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force North Africa (1943) 

Major William H. Southworth Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1943) 

Colonel Robert W. Stephens Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (43/44) 

Lt Cdr Arnold C. Traxler Outfield Minor League US Navy Pacific (1945) 

1/Lt. Verne E. Williamson Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Italy 

2/Lt. Stanford G. Wolfson OF/Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

Lt(jg) Thomas J. Woodruff Shortstop Minor League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

 

Soldier's Medal (awarded to any person of the Armed Forces of the United States who distinguished 

himself or herself by heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Cptn. Elmer J. Gedeon Outfield Major League US Army Air Force N. Carolina (1942) 

T/Sgt. Angelo P. DeLucia Infield Minor League US Army Air Force Pacific 

 

Navy and Marine Corps Medal (highest non-combat decoration awarded for heroism by the 

United States Department of the Navy to the members of the United States Navy and United States 

Marine Corps) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

CMoMM Spalding E. Michot Catcher Minor League US Coast Guard Europe (1944) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bigleaguechew.com/
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/
https://www.garybedingfield.co.uk/
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Silver Star (third-highest personal decoration for valor in combat, awarded for gallantry in action 

against an enemy of the United States) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

T/Sgt. Nestor L. Chylak Jr. Umpire Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Sgt. William L. Evans, Jr. Pitcher Major League US Army Germany (1945) 

T/Sgt. Raymond A. Flanigan Pitcher Major League US Army Europe 

Mjr. Ralph G. Houk  Catcher Major League US Army Germany (1945) 

1/Lt. Earl D. Johnson Pitcher Major League US Army Belgium (1944) 

Lt. James M. Jones First Base Major League US Navy Pacific (44/45) 

Pfc. William J. Moisan, Jr. Pitcher Major League US Army Germany (1945) 

Sgt. Earl W. Rapp Outfield Major League US Army Germany (1945) 

1/Lt. John S.  Thompson Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Sgt. Sterling W. Arnold Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe 

Cptn. Michael J. Auer Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe 

Major Robert J. Byrne 3B/OF/2B Minor League US Army Air Force N. Africa (42/43) 

Cpl. Alex Danelishen, Jr. Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Unknown Alberto R. Esqueda Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

Sgt. William P. Fennhahn Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Pfc. Otto E. Halvacs First Base Minor League US Army France (1944) 

S/Sgt. Kenneth A. Kallenberg Pitcher Minor League US Army Pacific 

Mjr. George Kenmore Outfield Minor League US Army Tunisia (1943) 

T/Sgt. Donald E. Kirby C/OF Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

Mjr. Charles A. Knoblauch 2B Minor League US Army Pacific 

2/Lt. Walter N. Lance First Base Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

Unknown Phillip G. Mazzeo Umpire Minor League US Army Air Force Italy 

2/Lt. Loyd F. McGuire Third Base Minor League US Army MTO(43/44) 

CMoMM Spalding E. Michot Catcher Minor League US Coast Guard Europe (1944) 

2/Lt. Louis I. Miller Third base Minor League US Army Air Force Bismarck (1943) 

S1c Frank L. Nelson Pitcher Minor League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

S/Sgt. Peter J. Petropoulos Pitcher Minor League US Army France (1944) 

Cpl. Lee A. Porterfield Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe 

S/Sgt. Milton Rosenstein Pitcher Minor League US Army Leyte (1944) 

2/Lt. William A. Sarver Outfield Minor League US Army Germany (1945) 

Captain Marshall M. Sneed Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force North Africa (1943) 

Colonel Robert W. Stephens Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (43/44) 

2/Lt. Robert W. Teeples Pitcher/SS Minor League US Army Pacific (1944) 

T/5 Webster A. Templeton  2B/SS Minor League US Army North Africa (1943) 

T/3 Joseph Vecchio Outfield Minor League US Army France (1944) 

T/5 Richard L. Williams Pitcher Minor League US Army Philippines (1945) 

2/Lt. John J. Zulberti Infield Minor League US Army Italy (1944) 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.ebbets.com/
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Air Medal (awarded for single acts of heroism or meritorious achievement while participating in aerial 

flight) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Captain Gerald F. Coleman 2B Major League US Marine Corps (7) Pacific (1945) 

Lt. James M. Jones First Base Major League US Navy (4) Pacific (44/45) 

Captain John K. Lewis 3B/Outfield Major League US Army Air Force CBI (1944) 

1/Lt. Robert E. Shepard Pitcher Major League US Army Air Force Europe (1945) 

1/Lt. Keith F. Bissonnette If/OF Minor League US Army Air Force (4) CBI 

Major Bernard R. Byrne 2B Minor League US Army Air Force (4) Italy (1944) 

Major Robert J. Byrne 3B/OF/2B Minor League US Army Air Force N. Africa (42/43) 

Cptn. James E. Conlan  Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force (7) N. Africa (1943) 

S/Sgt. John T. DeJohn 2B Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1942) 

1/Lt. Michael Feduniak Catcher Minor League US Army Air Force (3) CBI 

S/Sgt. Eugene M. Fellmeth OF/1B Minor League US Army Air Force Germany (1944) 

2/Lt. George E. Gamble, Jr. Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force CBI (1944) 

Unknown Telio P. Giammarco Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force (4) Europe 

2/Lt. Victor F. Hoff Unknown Minor League US Army Air Force (4) Europe (1944) 

1/Lt. Louis H. Janicek Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force (6) Europe 

T/Sgt. Donald E. Kirby C/OF Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

1/Lt. William J. Loadholtes Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force (4) Europe (1944) 

1/Lt. Walter G. Loos, Jr. Catcher Minor League US Army Air Force S. America (43/44) 

1/Lt. John T. Moller Pitcher/OF Minor League US Army Air Force Pacific (1943) 

2/Lt. Leslie L. Palmer Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force (2) Italy (1944) 

S/Sgt. Jack E. Pinion Catcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1942) 

T/Sgt. John J. Regan Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force CBI (1944) 

Unknown Robert L. Rossier Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force Europe 

Ensign Walt J. Schmisseur, Jr. Catcher Minor League US Navy Pacific (44/45) 

2/Lt. Franklin C. Schulz Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Philippines (1945) 

S/Sgt. Jack L. Shope Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force (4) Europe (1944) 

S/Sgt. John M. Smith Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

Captain Marshall M. Sneed Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force North Africa (1943) 

Major William H. Southworth Outfield Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1943) 

Colonel Robert W. Stephens Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (43/44) 

1/Lt. Nicholas J. Thornton Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force   

Lt Cdr Arnold C. Traxler Outfield Minor League US Navy (4) Pacific (1945) 

1/Lt. Verne E. Williamson Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Italy 

2/Lt. Stanford G. Wolfson OF/Pitcher Minor League US Army Air Force Europe (1944) 

Lt(jg) Thomas J. Woodruff Shortstop Minor League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

 

Commendation Medal (presented for sustained acts of heroism or meritorious service) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Cmdr. George L. Earnshaw Pitcher Major League US Navy Pacific (1944) 

 

https://www.bigleaguechew.com/
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/
https://www.garybedingfield.co.uk/
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Bronze Star (awarded to members of the United States Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, 

heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a combat zone) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

Sgt. Clifford A. Aberson Outfield Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Sgt. Rex E. Barney Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Lt. Frank C. Baumholtz Outfield Major League US Navy Pacific (1945) 

Pfc. James N. Bivin Pitcher Major League US Marine Corps Pacific (1945) 

Cpl. Leland V. Brissie Pitcher Major League US Army Italy (1944) 

Cmdr. George L. Earnshaw Pitcher Major League US Navy Pacific (44/45) 

Sgt. William L. Evans, Jr. Pitcher Major League US Army Germany (1945) 

Sgt. Gilbert R. Hodges First Base Major League US Marine Corps Okinawa (1945) 

Mjr. Ralph G. Houk  Catcher Major League US Army Germany (1945) 

1/Lt. Earl D. Johnson Pitcher Major League US Army France (1944) 

Pfc. Donald M. Kolloway 2B Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Pfc. Stanley E. Lopata Catcher Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Unknown Robert A. McDonnell Coach Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Pfc. William J. Moisan, Jr. Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

1/Sgt. Stephen Souchock First Base Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

1/Lt. John S. Thompson Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

Sgt. Cecil H. Travis Shortstop Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Cpl. Kenneth W. Trinkle Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Pfc. Harry W. Walker Outfield Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

M/Sgt. Dick C. Whitman Outfield Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Pvt. Willard G. Anderson Outfield Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

2/Lt. Orville G. Barr Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe 

Unknown Robert C. Boyce Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe 

Unknown Stephen J. Bysco Pitcher Minor League US Army France (1945) 

Unknown Alberto R. Esqueda Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

Sgt. William P. Fennhahn Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (44/45) 

T/Sgt. Frank D. Janik C/OF Minor League US Army Saipan (1944) 

S/Sgt. Kenneth A. Kallenberg Pitcher Minor League US Army Pacific 

Mjr. Charles A. Knoblauch 2B Minor League US Army Pacific 

2/Lt. Walter N. Lance First Base Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

Cpl. Ferrell D. Loveless Thid Base Minor League US Army Pacific (1944) 

Cpl. Harold L. Martin C/OF Minor League US Army North Africa (1943) 

Cptn. Malvern C. Morgan Jr. 1B/SS Minor League US Army Europe 

Sgt. Felix J. Penso, Jr. OF/Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (1944) 

Unknown Earl M. Petersen Catcher Minor League US Army Europe 

S/Sgt. Peter J. Petropoulos Pitcher Minor League US Army France (1944) 

T/Sgt. Walter J. Plant Infield Minor League US Army Okinawa (1945) 

Cpl. Lee A. Porterfield Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe 

Mjr. Joseph P. Quin, Jr. Pitcher Minor League US Army  

R/1c Walter L. Rougeux Third Base Minor League US Navy Pacific (1945) 

Pfc. Minor M. Scott 2B Minor League US Army Okinawa (1945) 

S/Sgt. Donald R. Shelton Pitcher Minor League US Army Italy (1944) 

T/5 Webster A. Templeton  2B/SS Minor League US Army Europe (1944) 

Pvt. Robert L. Vetter Pitcher Minor League US Army France (1944) 

Unknown Chester J. Wasilewski Pitcher Minor League US Army Italy (1945) 

Pfc. Melvin C. Wasley Outfield Minor League US Army Europe (44/45) 
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Battlefield Commission (awarded to enlisted soldiers who are promoted to the rank 

of commissioned officer for outstanding leadership on the field of battle) 

Rank Name Position Level of Baseball Service Location/Date 

2/Lt. Raymond A. Flanigan Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (44/45) 

1/Lt. Earl D. Johnson Pitcher Major League US Army Europe 

1/Lt. John Knott Pitcher Major League US Army Europe 

2/Lt. Harold H. Rice Outfield Major League US Army Pacific (44/45) 

1/Lt. Warren E. Spahn Pitcher Major League US Army Europe (1945) 

Cptn. Michael J. Auer Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

2/Lt. Robert W. Teeples Pitcher/SS Minor League US Army Pacific (1944) 

2/Lt. Thomas E. Tucker Pitcher Minor League US Army Europe (1945) 

 

 
Stan Ferek 

Chevrons and Diamonds 

Spotlighting the U.S. Armed Forces’ Inseparable Bond with America’s Pastime 

https://chevronsanddiamonds.wordpress.com/



